
 

President’s Report 

The past year has been challenging in terms of sustaining the green belt of Lochiel Park. Despite 

additional watering at working bees it has been sad to see a large number of the older plantings die 

off during the drought. Over the year of activity 2200+ seedlings were planted around the grounds of 

Lochiel Park. FoLP would normally have had regular monthly working bees, but in the past year two 

were cancelled because of prevailing weather conditions presenting challenges for the health and 

safety of an ageing volunteer cohort.  

As President I have been grateful for the support of a hard-working committee. Thank you to 

Secretary Angela Trotter, and Treasurer Andrew Trotter who have supported the work of our executive 

committee; thank you to Bevan Bates for maintaining our website; thank you to Carol Cox-DeVore for 

arranging all the morning teas for working bees; thank you to Peter Stokes our Public Officer who has 

worked tirelessly to bring signage in the grassland and orchard area to completion and who regularly 

attends Council meetings and reports back; thank you to Stephen Scott-Hoy for his creative sculpture 

talents and caring for the koala watering points; thank you to Stephen and Andrew for arranging 

Sunday social events in Lochiel Park for residents – cricket and pétanque. 

A big thank you to Peter Stokes and Peter Larsson who collect seed and lead the propagation of 

seedlings in the LPCG, along with the volunteers potting out seedlings. 

Thank you to the members of Council staff and counsellors for their support throughout the year 

especially Henry Haavisto who attends our committee meetings and raises issues with Council staff 

on our behalf; Jackson Roshier for sharing his biodiversity knowledge and interest in building 

sustainability and diversity into Lochiel Park plantings; thank you to other Council staff supporting 

FoLP with the removal of excess green waste throughout the year. 

Friends of Lochiel Park has been committed for 16 years to collaborate with Council to support 

outcomes for the wider Campbelltown community. In 2025/2026 the award of a seventh annual Green 

Flag Award is testament to this collaboration. We acknowledge the support of Green Adelaide who 

have supplied a diversity of seedlings and plant stakes for our greening projects; we also 

acknowledge and thank Green Adelaide for supplying, through an equipment grant, a new battery-

operated Makita line trimmer to replace older petrol line trimmers. Thank you to Pip Robinson and 

Amy Anderson, Green Adelaide Community Partnerships Officers, for their support and interest in 

Friends of Lochiel Park. 

There are others in our community who are the unseen volunteers, who see something that needs to 

be done and just do it – the weed control and litter warriors who regularly keep Lochiel Park looking 

good. Individuals who have adopted a small area of Lochiel Park and work regularly in that area 

weeding and watering. A big thank you to the circle champions who look after a small part of the 

native grassland to suppress weed infestation.  

Thank you to Vincent Tarzia for his interest and commitment to support FoLP as our local member. 



Highlights and issues of the past year of activity have been: 

 

• Ten working bees - 89 volunteer attendances contributing 137 volunteer hours 

• Native Grassland working bees - 22 volunteer attendances, contributing 42 volunteer hours 

• New logo designed for use on FoLP correspondence 

• Supporting Jackson Roshier and the Biodiversity team planting around the Northern Wetland 

• The Green Flag raising ceremony for 2025/26 

• Hosting a visit by University of the 3rd Age in May led by Emeritus Professor Wasim Saman 

• The installation of wayfaring signage and dedication of Margaret’s Walk in August 

• Supporting CCC in the preparation and installation of new wayfaring signage 

• Supplying a speaker for Green Adelaide Youth Leaders excursion in June 

• Presentation of a 15 Year Recognition of Volunteer Service Certificate from Green Adelaide 

• Communication with SA Water regarding weed infestation in the Southern Wetland 

• Raising Lochiel Park Community Issues with Council 

1. Loose stonework capping repairs around the Southern Wetland 

2. Repairs to inground lighting along the Margaret’s Walkway 

3. Lighting issues around the Lochend House car park to deter ant-social behaviour and 

vandalism 

4. Regular street sweeping areas around Lochiel Park neighbourhood every 6 weeks 

5. Meeting with Council staff to discuss climate solutions appropriate for the future 

greening of Lochiel Park 

6. Dumping along Lochend Drive and investigating the securing of the gateway entrance 

7. Line marking around Lochiel Park 

8. Repairs to the Lochiel Park community notice boards 

 

It has been my privilege to serve as President of FoLP for another year. I thank the committee for 

nominating me for a Premier’s Certificate Award to recognise outstanding volunteer service. 

What is the future for Friends of Lochiel Park? There are many challenges facing volunteer 

organisations throughout South Australia especially an ageing cohort, health, fitness, and fund 

raising. The committee sincerely thanks the Lochiel Park Community for its continuing financial 

support by taking out a household membership and for the fund raising though our deposit container 

recycling bin at the LPCG. The FoLP committee and executive have discussed the long-term future of 

our community volunteer organisation and thank Dave and Judy Parker for their caring input as the 

longest residents in Lochiel Park. These and other issues will be central to the work of the newly 

elected committee after the AGM and will require wider community engagement to sustain the viability 

of FoLP into the future. 

 

Willie Smyth, President, on behalf of the FoLP committee 

 


